
Wedding Ceremony Groom and Bride, Date and Time Venue Location 

Seating of Guests (Background Music) 

Groomsmen and Rev. Rudy upfront 

Processional: (Music 1) 

Groom’s Parents (to be accompanied by Groom) 

Bride’s Mom (to be accompanied by...)  

Ring bearer 

Flower girl 

Bridesmaids 

Maid of Honour 

All Rise Please  

Bride and Dad (Music 2) 

Bride greets Dad 

Dad places Bride’s hand into Groom’s hand 

Bride’s Dad takes his seat. 
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Opening Words 

Welcome family and friends, my name is Rudy Heezen and I have the privilege to perform this 
marriage ceremony today.  
On behalf of Bride and Groom, I want to welcome each of you. They are honoured that you, 
their dearest friends and family, have traveled from so far to help them celebrate their love and 
commitment to each other.   
Thank you so much for being here, by your presence you celebrate with them their love for each 
other and you support their decision to commit themselves to a lifelong relationship.  

Marriage Address 

It is one of life's richest surprises when the fateful meeting of two individuals leads them to 
proceed together along the common path of man and wife.  
It is indeed one of life’s finest experiences when a chance relationship grows into a permanent 
bond of love.  
Bride and Groom, you have shown during the years that is possible one can create a successful 
partnership.  
Through love and patience; through dedication and perseverance; through talking and listening, 
helping and supporting and believing in each other;  
Through tenderness and laughter; through learning to forgive and learning to appreciate your 
differences, by learning to make the important things matter, and to let go of the rest 
Today promises become permanent and friends become family.  
It brings together two families and creates a union that is a sign of hope and joy for the future. 
It will allow you a new environment to share your lives together, standing together to face life 
and the world, hand-in-hand. 
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Reading – ‘A Lovely Love Story’ (Example Reading) 

The fierce Dinosaur was trapped inside his cage of ice.  
Although it was cold he was happy in there.  
It was, after all, his cage. 
Then along came the Lovely Other Dinosaur.  
The Lovely Other Dinosaur melted the Dinosaur’s cage with kind words and loving thoughts. 
I like this Dinosaur, thought the Lovely Other Dinosaur.  
Although he is fierce, he is also tender and he is funny.  
He is also quite clever though I will not tell him this for now. 
I like this Lovely Other Dinosaur, thought the Dinosaur.  
She is beautiful, she is different and she smells so nice.  
She is also a free spirit, which is a quality I much admire in a dinosaur. 
But he can be so distant and so peculiar at times, thought the Lovely Other Dinosaur.  
He is also overly fond of things.  
Are all Dinosaurs so overly fond of things? 
But her mind skips from here to there so quickly thought the Dinosaur.  
She is also uncommonly keen on shopping.  
Are all Lovely Other Dinosaurs so uncommonly keen on shopping? 
I will forgive his peculiarity and his concern for things, thought the Lovely Other Dinosaur.  
For they are part of what makes him a richly charactered individual. 
I will forgive her skipping mind and her fondness for shopping, thought the Dinosaur.  
For she fills our life with beautiful thoughts and wonderful surprises.  
Besides, I am not unkeen on shopping either. 
Now the Dinosaur and the Lovely Other Dinosaur are old.  
Look at them.  
Together they stand on the hill telling each other stories and feeling the warmth of the sun on 
their backs. 
And that, my friends, is how it is with love.  
Let us all be Dinosaurs and Lovely Other Dinosaurs together. 
For the sun is warm.  
And the world is a beautiful place. 
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Marriage Address Continued  

Bride and Groom, Today you’re re-affirming the choice you’ve made, before your family and 
friends, to begin a new and exciting chapter in your lives.  
For all the tomorrows that follow, you will choose each other over and again, in the privacy of 
your hearts.  
May that special friendship and love you share, continue to grow and blossom in the years to 
come. 
May you find in each other, companionship as well as love; understanding as well as 
compassion; challenge as well as agreement. 
May you always find a safe place to call home.  
May this home be an island where tensions can be released and understood;  
Where personal needs do not tower over worldly concerns and where the warmth of humour 
and love puts crisis into perspective. 
I ask you to remember, that love – which is rooted in faith, trust, and acceptance – will be the 
foundation of an abiding and deepening relationship. 
If you do, it can become a thing of great beauty, a joint creation that will last throughout 
eternity. 
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Declaration of Consent 

Bride and Groom, as you stand here today, I remind you of the serious nature of the relationship 
you are about to enter. 
Marriage is the voluntary and full commitment of two consenting adults to love each other for a 
lifetime. 
For a marriage to be successful, you must each be loyal to the other, stand firm in your defense 
of each other and be supportive of one another’s life goals and dreams. 
It is a solemn, binding, yet challenging relationship. I will ask you now if you are prepared to 
make these promises. 

Groom, do you, in the presence of family and friends as your witnesses, present yourself 
willingly and of your own accord to take this woman, Bride, as your lawfully wedded wife? 
[Groom: Yes, I DO] 
Will you promise to have and hold her from this day forward, to love and to cherish her, 
through joy and sorrow, in sickness and in health, for richer, for poorer, for better, for worse, 
and forsaking all others, for as long as you both shall live? 
[Groom: Yes, I will] 

Bride, do you, in the presence of family and friends as your witnesses, present yourself 
willingly and of your own accord to take this man, Groom, as your lawfully wedded husband? 
[Bride: Yes, I DO] 
Will you promise to have and hold him from this day forward, to love and to cherish him, 
through joy and sorrow, in sickness and in health, for richer, for poorer, for better, for worse, 
and forsaking all others, for as long as you both shall live? 
[Bride: Yes, I will] 
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Vows 

Family and Friends, Bride and Groom are here to marry each other. It is their words, their 
intentions, their vision, that must define and shape this marriage. So I call upon them now to 
state their promise before this group: the pledges that will bind them together. 

Groom, as you look into Bride’s eyes, please say your vows. 

[Groom reads the vow] 

Bride, as you look into Groom’s eyes, please say your vows. 

[Bride reads the vow] 

Exchange of Rings 

May I have the rings please? 
I hold in my hand two beautiful rings, symbolic of a binding contract, to be given and received 
as bonds of never-ending love and devoted friendship, circles of life and circles of love.  
Groom, please repeat after me (as you place ring on Bride’s finger) 
Bride, "I give you this ring as a symbol of my love, as I give to you all that I am, and accept 
from you, all that you are.” With this ring I marry you.  
Bride, please repeat after me (as place ring on Groom's finger) 

Groom, "I give you this ring as a symbol of my love, as I give to you all that I am, and accept 
from you, all that you are.” With this ring I marry you. 
Bride and Groom, may these rings be blessed as the symbol of this affectionate unity, giving 
you the strength to happily honour your commitments to each other.  
May they always remind you of the vows you have taken.  
May the vows and promises you have made today be as ever-present in your hearts as these 
rings are on your fingers. Wear these rings and fulfill the circle of love that now makes you one.  

Blessing of the Marriage 

Bride and Groom, now you will feel no rain, for each of you will be shelter for the other. 
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Now you will feel no cold, for each of you will be warmth to the other. 

Now there will be no loneliness, for each of you will be companion to the other. 

Now you are two persons, but there is only one life before you. 

May beauty surround you both in the journey ahead and through all the years, 

May happiness be your companion and your days together be good and long upon the earth. 

Pronouncement of Marriage 

Bride and Groom, we have heard your promise to share your lives in marriage.  

We recognize and respect the covenant you have made here this day before each one of us as 
witnesses. 

Therefore, in the honesty and sincerity of what you have said and done here today,  

It is my honour and delight by virtue of the powers vested in me by the Province of Ontario, to 
hereby pronounce you, to be husband and wife.   

Bride and Groom, you have kissed a thousand times before this day, maybe more. But today the 
feeling is new. Today, your kiss is a promise. 

Groom, you may kiss your Bride 

Signing of the Marriage Register - MUSIC – 

Introduction of Couple 
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